RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
day and spend his leisure in a research in to what a Tutor did. He proceeded to make experiments. He went to his Tutor and asked him for permission to go to the theatre : the Tutor told him he did not need any such permission. Then after an interval he asked the Tutor to order a supply of coals for the winter to be sent to his lodgings. The Tutor said it was none of his business. He went on like this and at last received his term's bill from the Tutor. He was quite pleased and said, " I have solved my problem : the Tutor sends in the bill ".
By 1898 the number of students had become large enough to justify the celebration of the beginning of the Christmas Vacation by a dinner. This was the first of a series which has gone on without interruption (except in war-time) until now. They arc largely attended and highly valued since they enable old research students to meet old friends and talk of old times, and help to establish a connection between past and present research students. The first of these dinners was held in December 1898 at Bruvet's Restaurant in Sidney Street. During the songs after the dinner the proctors came to enquire what the proceedings were about. They did not come into the room where we were dining, being, I suppose, impressed, and I have no doubt mystified, by the assurance of the landlord that it was a scientific gathering of research students. A notable feature of these gatherings was the songs specially composed for these occasions by research students. Mr A. A. Robb, the author of a well-known book on the metaphysics of mathematics called Space and Time, showed that he could tread a lighter measure with equal success, though I am afraid it requires more mathematical knowledge than I can assume to be possessed by all my readers, to appreciate the skill with which he has 140